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Presi dent 0s

By Ron Green

s | transition from interim president to president, anc

begin my tweyear, onetime term, | not only look for-

ward to serving the club, I also promise to always kee
the lines of communication open with the membership. Look
ing ahead, as an organization, we must also think about the next group of club officers and the future of the
Please contact me if you may be interested in serving your club. Note any particular skills or areas of interest, ¢
editing the newsletter, being a membership chairperson, working on the membership registry, maintaining th
site, etc. Your names will be put on file for future elections through due process. David Chapman continues tc
on updating the bylaws, with membership distribution for approval once complete.

|l want to say fAthank youo to those vendors and
information regarding the status of their w&te and newsletter ads. Please remember to notify me of any chan
especially vehicles that have been sold.

For those of you planning on hosting a swimplease provide me, as soon as possible, the dates and appr
mate number of people expected to attend. This will help us expedite the cluinsdamations and postings on the
web site and in the newsletter. Many members plan their vacations and time off early, so it is important to post
thing in a timely manner. Included in this issue is a preliminary swisthedule. For 2009, we have the potential o
offering a record number of swHms.

Speaking of swinins, Evansville promises to be a good one. We thank new member Kenny Adams for @
nizing this. It should be very interesting swimming alongside amphibious World War 1l vehicles. We have hac
other request for the board to once again consider moving our national convention. Celina would remain a re
swimin. We have mentioned a new national swimpossibility several times iheelsni Wavesand at the Celina
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banquet. Unfortunately, no one has come forth to pursue a different venue. This would include having to con
meet city officials, arranging hotels, mapping out land and water tours, planning entertainment, finding eaterie
banquet facilities, etc. ltos a |l ot of effort, pl
tact us with any suggestions regarding a new location.

Board of Directors Activities

To keep our members abreast of important IAOC activities, the board of directors is publishing motions, vofe
results, and Amphicarpertinent information in Wheel$ ni Waves

Pennsylvania Waterways and Amphicars

few months ago, the possibility of the Amphic.
Awas a close reality. That prohibition would have includéd\mphicars, not just those registered in Pennsyl

vania. This came about after one of our members was simply operating his car (with no legal issues) &
countered an overzealous park ranger.

We have had several conversations with John, the head director of Pennsylvania state parks. John was
assistance and a huge asset to the Amphicar community as the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission was ¢
ing the removal of Amphicars from all waterways. John negotiated with the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commiss
allow us on the nostatepark waterways, explaining to the organization that Amphicars are United States C
Guard approved, etc. For other waterways, however, there was a catch. In order for Amphicars to operate on F
vania statgpark waterways, the state required the IAOC to enter into-y@diOSpecial Activities Agreement. The
IAOC did, and that solved the problem.

The IAOC board of directors has reviewed and approved this agreement, although, basically, it is not aj
ble to an Amphicar. The IAOC also paid the -vimee $50 fee, which is good for 10 years. This is what the Penns
vania state parks organization required; there was no option. The document is a rather lengthy agreement tk
about parades and temporary displays, etc.

Boating regulations seem to be becoming more stringent throughout the country. Hopefully, this wil
spread to other states. Please contact us if you run into a similar situation in your state.

From the Editor

By Keith Mathiowetz

i, all. I want to take a moment to thank those who have submitted their storiesinstewiews, and photo-
graphs for publication iWwheelsn-Waves Wi t hout your generous &effo
the enjoyable newsletter that it is. Thank you so much!

Although my thermometer is reading just 5 degrees above zero as | write this, | know that the g saaim

son is just around the corner, and ités going to
camera along to capture a few wonderful moments of the Amphi lifestyle. After the fun, just maibdryeur pic-
tures to me, and 1061l ma k e e v e Wheelsa-Wéavessotthat talloof oprrmembers

can feel as though they were there.
To ensure the photographs will look great in print, here are a couple of tips. First, please do not submit i

taken withacelphone <camer a. I 61 1 admit , the devices are
printing. Second, please set your digital camera to take medium or large pictures. The larger, the better. | realiz
settings take up more memory space, but a small I

Thanks for all your help, and | look forward to seeing you at a meet very soon!
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Amphicors Attend
Lake Mir or Classic

Story and photography by
Victor and Carol Nelson

ctober 1719, 2008,
was the occasion of
the 9th annual Lake

Mirror Classic Auto Festival
in Lakeland, Florida. It was |
the fifth time some of our
Amphicars had participated,
although our Amphicars only [§
appeared on Saturday, the
actual show day. Five Am-

phicars participated. They
belonged to Peter and Cheryl
Fredsall (although Dan Borg-

man came with Peter this year
instead of Cheryl), Ray and

Chris Handloser, Victor and §
Carol Nelspn (although Vic-  gje Amphis pose proudly at the Lake Mirror Classic Auto Festival.

tor was flying solo), Pat and

Linda Rovetto, and Steve and Ingrid Sell. Ray Martin, who lives nearby, came to see the show, he but did no
his Amphicar.

The first three times the Amphicars took part in this event, the ramp situation was quite poor. Boats al
allowed on this small lake (which is inside the city of Lakeland), except for this one annual event. During those
years, to accommodate vintage boats and the Amphicars (which the event organizers felt would be an added at
for the show), a special portable ramp was constructed. However, it did not work very well, and a few antique

were hoisted in and out with a crane. Finally, in

: - . 2007, the city put i n
jj’ = ‘(y & a3 However, it consisted of two li@ch-wide concrete
T » S - g | strips 41 inches apart, which proved to be unsatisfac

tory for the Amphicars. Our wheels just managed tc
straddle the space between the ramps, and a fe
inches either way meant one set of wheels was ir
board of one ramp. Undoubtedly, the city was look-
ing at costs and decided the two strips would be fine
There wasnot much conce
water; however, a real problem appeared when a
Amp hi was coming out.
ramps, the rear wheels were looking for traction
from the lumpy bottom of fairly smooth stones. Be-
cause of this problem,
required to be present to guide the driver. For the
few antique boats, it was of no concern, because

A heavenly view of two Fjord Green beauties!
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boat trailer could be backed down the
ramps with no problem and then be
towed out . Ford Heacock, the eventos
chairman, and | discussed the probt
lems and possible solutions in detail
on the telephone and byneail. The
ideal answer, of course, would be to
concrete the center area between the
ramps, but Ford told me that the city
would not consider this, since the
ramp had just been installed. Ford
however, promised that he would
have the stones moved away from the
ramp area and a load of sand or other
material be put in place to solve the
problem. Unfortunately, regardless of
what | had been told, the ramp area

had not been altered at all since last year. Ford had sent me pictures of the ramp last year, and Dan Borgman
spected it early Saturday morning and ascertained that no changes of any kind had been made.

This did not mean that it was not a very nice show, or that we with the Amphicars did not enjoy it, but, &
as in the previous years, we could not go in and out at will, as the pullied car ownerd badly wanted. Once the
swimin was finished, and people asked, AAre you goi
did at 1 oéclock!o As testament to the attraction
picture in the brochure (probably to pacify me, as | repeatedly pointed out that they made a big fuss over our ai
ans but did not show one in their brochure). As in years past, event organizers had us on the schedule to parad
at least half of the lake at 1:00 p.m. prior to our mbatlyhooed splasin. However, this year, the Amphicars were
located way out of the mainstream, and, not only did we not get to use the cars for more than theapdaste 20
minutes or so which this involved, but we were unable to hear the speakers or the activities and missed out cor
on the tuxedoed lunch delivery to the participants around the lake, which, like last year, was heralded and le
plaid-attired bagpiper.

The show itself was fine, but any hopes of having the opportunity to go swimming periodically after the 1
session were dashed. We were situated ttweeters of the way around the lake away from the ramp and were
rected back to the same area following our swminin any event, it was obvious that some official connected with tt
event would have to remain by the ramp to guide us in or out in order for us to use it subsequently. Sadly, thot
splashin was scheduled for 1 p.m., our lunches were among the last to be delivered, which occurred about 15 r
before we took the cars in the water.

Amphicars are, of course, a different kind of animal, and mo:
of us enjoy putting them through their paces to delight show attende
as well as ourselves. This time, we were out of the mainstream of
activities, and we all felt that we were much better situated in 200
which was by the corner of the lake where the bagpiper and tuxe
line marched in; additionally, we were relocated near the monume
following our swimin.

Steve Sell was given a Best in Class trophy, although neith
he nor | know exactly what class that was, and Peter Fredsall recei
the Judgesdéd Choice award. Ho we
and unable to hear the event announcements, we were largely in
dark concerning things that were going on, including these awart
Both awards were presented 1in
man, famed racear driver Bobby Allison. Had we been apprised of
what was transpiring, |, at least, would have gotten some photos
these presentations.

Spectators loved looking at the pirate -ship Amphicar.

A little fixing time at the show.
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