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CELINA 2011 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 

 
Wednesday, July 20     

 
              5:00 PM  Dinner at Breakers (by the lighthouse in Celina).  We will go to the Hot Hole after 
dinner  
                             and swim back to the Eagles. 
 
                                                                       Thursday, July 21     
 
              9:15 AM   Meet at the Eagles 
    9:30-10:30 AM   Drive to Indian Lake 
  10:30 AM-1 PM    We will spend the morning swimming on the lake starting at the Beach, lunch at 
Ache- 
                               son’s and exploring the many  islands.   
                   2 PM   Drive back to Celina 
              4:30 PM   Meet at the Eagles for a barbeque.  Serving hamburgers, hot dogs and chips; vege-
tarian  
                               burgers will be available, if requested in advance.  Club members and families 
free,  
                               Non-Club  members $5.00. 
               6-8  PM   Evening Reception at the Eagles   
 

  Friday, July 22 
 
             9:45  AM   Meet at the Eagles 
                10  AM  Leave for Otterbein retirement Living Community.  We will give rides to the resi-
dents and  
                              staff.  Lunch will be provided by Otterbein.  
                  4  PM   Meet and greet at C.J. Highmarks (CJs); pick up goodie bags and T-shirts.  Dine at 
CJs  
                               or  eat at favorite restaurant, but be back at CJs parking lot at 6:45 pm to get in line 
for 
                               the  parade to the Hot Hole. 
              6:45 PM   Meet at C.J. Highmarks parking lot to prepare for the procession 
                   7 PM   Leave C.J. Highmarks parking lot with police escort; splash in the Hot Hole.  Do not 
                              come  back under  the bridge until all cars have made it into the water (except for 
emer- 
                              gencies). 
                 10 PM  Fireworks on the lake.  Please stay in the marked-off areas on the lake for your 
safety.   
                              The lake police will be there in full force.   

 
Saturday, July 23 

 
         9 AM-4 PM   Come to the car show downtown.  Floating amphi in a swimming pool will be an 
attract- 
                              ion.     
         9 AM-2 PM   Amphicar swap meet at the Eagles   
          1:30-3 PM   Hands-on technical session at the Eagles  
            4:45  PM   Meet at Eagles and line up cars for the parade.  Give yourself plenty of time to get 
there, 
                              as streets are  blocked off and traffic is heavy. 
             6:30 PM   After parade, meet at the Eagles for dinner and fun. 
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      - By Bill Swaney 

 

I 
t all started in 1985 at a car show. There it was, an Amphicar. Having affection for the unusual in the car 

world, this car caught my interest. Forward to the year 2000, along with my son Jack, my wife Mary Lou and I 

purchased a  vacation home at Indian Lake. It was time to find an Amphicar.  

My son, Jack, began the search on eBay. He looked at two different cars which were both too much money 

and not seaworthy. In 2005, a friend of Jack’s drove past an auto repair shop and saw one sitting under a “For 

Sale” sign. Unfortunately, the sign was for a Buick, but it had been moved while cars were being shuffled in the 

shop.  The owner of the repair shop gave Jack the number for the Amphicar owner. The man lived only 25 miles 

away in Fox Chapel, PA.  As luck would have it, he was interested in selling the car because he needed garage 

space for a Corvette that he was having restored. 

The man claimed to have driven the car in the Allegheny River and also said that the car was mechanically 

sound and did not leak. The Amphicar did have a nice exterior and the price was right, so I made the deal. With 

Jack as co-pilot, we decided to drive it home. 

The house was on top of a hill, and at the bottom we quickly learned that one man’s perception of mechani-

cally sound is very different from reality.   Lesson number 1 – Don’t believe that because it says “brake” it will 

stop.  After almost going completely through an intersection and barely averting certain catastrophe with oncom-

ing traffic, we were thinking the anchor would have come in quite handy. The learning curve between car and 

driver was as steep as the hill we had just come down.  Lesson number 2 – Defensive driving is a requirement 

when you are getting the hang of an Amphicar. After surviving the land, we couldn’t wait to get it in the water. 

We checked the car over and found several rot holes in the front end.  I don’t think it was in the river as 

much as the previous owner had claimed. The holes were repaired, the car loaded on a flatbed truck for the 100 

mile ride to Indian Lake, and we were ready for the first swim.  We used the neighbor’s boat ramp and took her in 

the water. The first thing to overcome was my brain saying “cars don’t float in water, they sink,” but having a little 

boating experience helped clear that thought away.  The bilge pumps started working immediately and the first 

swim was more like a first dip in the lake.  We found more holes in the rear this time, so the Amphicar was loaded 

back on the truck for another turnpike cruise. Back to Mars for another repair session and it was ready to go. 

I now had a lake-worthy Amphicar. Only a few adjustments were needed. The door seals were in good 

working order and only a few seals needed to be fixed, like those around the brake cables. Owning old cars, you 

know you can expect ongoing maintenance.  The second time in the lake,  it worked just fine.  

The car always gathers other boaters and the cameras and cell phones start taking pictures.  It’s fun to use 

the turn signal when heading toward shore. A boater will inevitably ask “What’s that?” My response is “We took a 

wrong turn and we’re looking for the turnpike.”  

The Amphicar must like its new home in the integral garage at the lake house, because there haven’t been 

any problems since then. My son and I solved the brake problem just before the Raystown Lake Swim-In. There 

was a clogged line between the master cylinder and master cylinder reservoir. This was an unusual place for a 

brake line clog, but then again, the Amphicar is an unusual ride. 

Fellow Amphicar owners are the nicest people. They are helpful, friendly and as we found out at Ray-

stown, laid back. We showed up at 8 a.m. for an outing and thought we were at the wrong place, as no one else 

was there. At 8:30 a.m. another Amphicar owner came and clued us in.  A start time of 8 AM really means show 

up by 9AM.     
 

CELINA 2011 SWIM-IN REGISTRATION FORM 
 
REGISTRATION FORM — Please complete form and return to Mike Bayman by July 10, 2011. 
 

Mail completed form to:         Mike Bayman  

                                                   4372 W. US Hwy 36 

                                                   Urbana, Ohio 43078 

                                                   Or Email to bayman4@ctcn.net or Larrydepasquale@yahoo.com 
   

Registration (goodie bags, name tags, and T-shirts) will be available Friday afternoon starting at 4:00 pm at  

C.J. Highmarks. 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:  ______________________________________ State: ____________________  

 

Zip:___________________________ 

 

Phone: (_______)_________________________________ Cell Phone: (_________)  

 

Email address: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date of arrival in Celina_______________________________ 

 

Number of people in party:  Adults ________________ Children __________________ 

                          (We need these numbers to plan for the BBQ and the Saturday night dinner) 

 

Names of all people in your party who need name tags (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(If not received by July 10th, you will not receive personalized name tags). 

T-Shirt sizes:  Mark the quantity of each size you want.  T-shirts are $15 each. 

(Please do not send payment for T-shirts with registration form; pay for your reserved T-shirts at  

 Celina.) 

 

Adult:  Small ______ Medium ______ Large _______ X-Large _______ 2X-Large _______ ($16) 

Youth: Small ______ Medium ______ Large _______ (Youth sizes only available thru pre-order) 

 

Celina Hotels:  Holiday Inn Express      419-586-4919 

                         America’s Best Value   419-586-4656 

NOTE:  We are asking members to bring a new item valued between $10-$15 to be raffled off at 

the Celina Annual Banquet.   


